Fe | THECASE between the City of LONDON. And the Owners, Grandleſſees, and £4 % 


; VW harfingers,of the Wharfes and Keys, between the Bridge and the Tower of London. A 
5 "rode "a. He City vpon pretence.that Wharfingers have of late years raiſed the prices of Wharfage defire a'power may be Com- 
OFFICE. FF . | mitted to the Lord Mayor an4 Aldecmen of Lodz. to limit the Prices of Wharfage, | ey. 


| The Landlords Caſe, Viz. | 
1. The Land;ords and Grandleſſees ſay they neither know nor beleive there hath been any ſuch Exafion ; except it were im- 
mediatly atter the late Fire, when not above ty7o or three Keys were in a capacity of unlading or Shipping Goods, and fince that 
 exegency, the prices of Whartage have naturally fallen of themſelves, to the ſame they were before the Fire,and that without 
| the torce of any Law. - | ; 
2. The ſaid Landlords are ſome of them members of this preſent Parliament ; others Gentlemen and Perſons Unfree of 
"the City of Londoz, and thereiore it is unreaſonable the Citizens ſhould have any thing to doe- in putting. a vallue upon their 
' Eſtates, or Petty Rents, ſuch as Whartage 1s, eſpecially ſeeing they will be both Judges and Parties, being the perſons who are 
. to pay Whartfige themſelves many of them, and the re{t much influenced by thole that doe, CK £3 CPTRe: 
3. The ſaid Landlords did receive their Eſtates free trom their Anceſtors, without any Limitation or SubjeQion to the 
Aldernren of Lozdon, and they hope the Parliament will pleaſe to give them leave to tranſmit them in the ſame'condition to 
their Poſterities. | 


| 4. It will be proved that no part of the late burnt gron2d hath proportionably advanced leſs in Vallue within theſe forty or | 
fifty years, then the ſaid Wharfes and Keys. s | 

5. The ſaid Eandlords affirm that their Tenants cannot exa@ at their pleaſures if they would, becauſe upon any juſt Complaint 
his Majeſty hath power by ſeveral ACts of Parliament to puniſh them by declaring their Wharfes Unfree. ; 


6. The Merchants are not ſo tyed to come to their Keyes, as engy pretend, bat may for twelve pence charge have a ſufferance 
"to go to any other, which is a conſtant practiſe, and uſed almoſt every day. 


. The |; harfingers or Tenants Caſe, Viz. oe 
Firſt, The ſaid Wharfingers doe deny all ExaCtion of Pricey and hope to- prove, that now they doe take the ſame Rates for "0 
Whartage, and no more, . then was generally taken before the late Fire, although they have deſerved more, and doe humb] . 
conceive that Merchants in all Equity and Conſcience, ought to pay them at leaſt one third part more now, then they did before | 
the Fire, and that for theſc Reaſons. * ] : | 
1, Becauſe the Wharfes are much raiſed in height, which (beſides the charge of doing thereof) occaſions the expence of a fifth 
part of time more in Landing and Shipping of Goods then formerly. | | 
2. Becauſe the late Ae ot Parliament. compells them' to leave torty foot -of ground next the water{ide unbuilt, and are inhi- 
- | bited by the Kings Commiſſioners from encloſing their Cranes, for*which they are never like to have other (atisfaftion, then what 
"IE they can get by the adyance of rhe Prices of Wharfage. _ | i 
3. Becauſe all things doe naturally riſe with the rite of labour, and have riſen to that degree, that many houſes now ney built 
| in Londoz, yield ten-times the Rent the. ſame houſes yielded one hundred or eighty years patt. | 
4. Some Citizens ſince the Fire, have let their void ground at the ſame Rent for the Tenant to Build, as the groand and houſe 
upon it went for immediatly before rhe late Fire, | 
5, The Wharfingers fear that if. a law ſhould be made to reſtraine their prices, it will be impoſſible by any law to make Mer- 
chants keep to, and pay thoſe prices that (hall be appointed by Parliament, but that in a time of ſcarcity of imployment, the 
Merchants will be working upon the necellity oft W harkingers (who are generally poor men) and compelling them to take leſs 


| . or lend them a Warehouſe gratis, or let them have Lighteridge tree, or ſumething or other ot that kind which hath been a con- + 
ſtant practiſe pf many Merchants. —_ ; 


But if notwithſtanding it ſhall by the wiſedom of the Parliament be thought fit to ſettle the Rates of Wharfage, the Whar- 
fingers doe humbly pray that the ſame may be done by the Parliament it felt, and nor left to the Lord Mayor and Aldermen of 
London, to have any concern therein, =O | 

IF. The ſaid Wharfingers humbly pray that ſince they took their Leaſes, and built their Whartes by vertue of Determinations 
made by the Judges, and in hopes of future improvements, according to the naturall progreſs of all other things and places in Lox- 
don, that if they ſhall for ever be by this Act debarred of ſuch future improvement, there 'may be ſome proviſion in the Att that 
their Landlords ſhall ſuſtain part of the prejudice, by this unexpected diſappointment, that the whole loſs may not fall upon the 
—_ Tenants, es 
=>. IL That proviſion may be made in the A& for how long time any veſlcl (hall Iye at the Key to be dicharged ; one working day . 

 beltg ſuppoſed to be ſufficient for a Vellell of thirty. tuns, and fo proportionably. . 
- IV. That Goods left Aboard any Ship or Lighter longer then the Parliament ſhall pleaſe to limit, may pay double Wharfage. 
, V. That the Wharſioger (for want of payment) may, detain in his handls upon his Key any goods untill the Wharfage due by 
; A&@ of Parliament be paid. | , 


VI. That for diſpatch of buſineſs, all goods landed and not taken off the Key or houſed the ſame day, may pay double W har- 


-. — Pow 


fage, and ſo de Die zz Diem, untill removed. , 


ſ 
[I. The ſaid Wharfingers humbly pray that Clauſe in the A& which ſeems to intend a penalty to the Wharfinger, that ſhall 
retuſe to ſufer any gocds to be landed or (hipt, &c. may be further conſidered and qualified, for as the words now ſtand the 
ſeem to be altogether unreaſonable and impradticable, for that the Wharfinger muſt of neceſlity refuſe one mans work, when his 
K-+y and Cranes are imployed about another Merchants buiinels, or that he hath promiſed to keep his Key free for ſome Ship or 
Ships that are arived, and every tyde in hopes of getting up to the Key, or that he be under any previous contra&t or engagement 
| to the Eaſt-India Company, or Turkey Company, 8&c. 
VIII. . The ſaid Whartingers humbly pray that the ſurprizing agreements which two Wharfingers have lately made with the 
* Honourable Eaſt-India and Turkey Companies, out of a covetous deſign of engroceing to themſelves the whole Trades of thoſe 


| two Companies, may not prejudice other W harfingers in ſuch advance ot prices, as their late great chatge, and preſent neceſhty 
| requires, Becauſe Er IT eN MT | | 
, 1. No'private man can bring the tenth part of work to.any Key as either of thoſe two Companies. | 
2. No private man can make half ſo much diſpatch as Companies may, or as the Eaſt:1ndia Company alwaies doth. 
3. No private Merchant did ever allow for Lighters being not cleared, which the T#rky Company hath engaged to pay, 
and which is a great advantage to the Wharfinger, if they perform with him, ' 
| 4+ No private Merchant can with any conveniency to himſelf ingage to Ship his goods, as well as Land them at one Key, as | oo; 
{ the ſaid Companies have done. | | | 3 
5. Thoſe two Wharfingers by this Engrocement of much work at ſmall Rates, are many times full of imployment while c- 
| others have nothing to doe, and yet lye under the conſtant burthens of great Rents of 6 and 800 l. toa 1000. per anmmne __ 
for one Wharfe, and in the mean time are at greate charges to keep many ſervants idle. | 
And Laſtly, the ſaid Wharfingers humbly pray, That if Rates be ſet by Parliament, No Wharfingers may be compelled to ob- 
ſerve apy Rules or Edidts contrary to what (hall be now eſtabliſhed, nor to have theic Wharfes disfranchiſed for the ſame. 


\% 


